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SOME 


REASONS, oc. 


HE whole Enquiry of the Town 

is after the Laſt Dying Speech, 
as fuch are uſually Call 'd, or 
James Shepeard, or a Paper 
which he deliver'd to the She- 
| riff at the Place of Execution, 
it being known that he did deliver a certain 
Paper there, as has been uſual in like Caſes. 


The Sheriffs nerd, according to their 
Duty on ſuch Occaſions, carry ſuch Paper to 
the Secretary s-Office, where they are laid be- 
fore the Council, or before ſuch Perſons con- 
cern'd in the Adminiſtration, as are proper 
to judge and appoint whether the ſaid Paper 
ſhall be publiſh d, or no. 


Ordinarily the Goveriaiiht does ſuffer ſuch 
Papers to be publiſh'd, not valuing the Influ- 
ence which the Words of Ctiminals and Trai- 


tors, ſuftering juſtly for their Treaſon, can 


A 2 have 
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(4) 


have upon the Nation : But as in Blaſphemy 
againſt God, there are horrid Expreſſions and 


deteſtable Words, which it is really not. fit 


the Ears and Mouths of Chriſtians ſhould 


hear or repeat, where the wretched Blaſphe- 
mer gives his Tongue a Liberty to rage againſt 


the Majeſty of Heaven; ſo there are Inſults 
and * Expreſſions which an enrag d Party 
may take the Opportunity to vent to the 
World, by putting them into the Mouth of a 
Deſperado, a harden'd and obſtinately reſolv'd 
Traitor, to ſpeak, after the Law ean have no 
farther reach of him; which in Honour to the 
very Majeſty of a King, ought to be forbid even 


to be ſo much as heard or repeated among his 
Subjects, even tho there were ſome Ground 


or Pretence for them, much more where there 
is no room to ſay they are either true in Fact, 


or juſt in Suggeſtion. 


Nor is this reſtraining the Publication of 


fuch inſolent treaſonable Expreſſions, any Im- 
peachment of the Honour or Innocence of a 
aft Prince, like as the reſtraining the Repeti- 


tion of Blaſphemous Expreſſions againſt Hea- 


ven is not any Scandal upon the unſpotted Pu- 
rity of the 9 whom they affront. 


This I own to be ſpoken on the Occaſion 
of the Government's having not thought fit 
to order the Publication of a Paper ſaid to be 


given to the Sheriff by James Shepheard, who 
| Wa Exccuted for the e Execrable of all 


Treaſons, 


(5) 


Treaſons, viz. a viſible Intention, Deſign, and 
Overt-Ad, of and towards Murthering and Aſ- 
n our Sovereign King George. 


| Can it be doubted, that where the Heart is 
capable of conceiving a Deſignſo black, fo hor- 
rid, and ſo execrable in its Nature againſt the 
Perſon of the King, That Tongue can fail of 
ſending forth the moſt inveterate, indecent, 
and unſufferable Expreſſions? If from tlie abun- 
dance of the Heart the Mouth uttereth, What 
unruly, evil, and deadly Poiſon muſt - that 
Tongue be fll'd with? If Mount-Atna, Strum- 
bolo, afin, or ſuch terrihle Vulcano s, were 
not full to the very Bowels with continual 
Fire, and an exhauſted Maſs of combuſtible 
Stuff, Sulphur, Nitre, &. they could not 
ſend forth ſuch dreadful and deſtructive Flames, 

ſuch Rivers of liquid Fire, and darken ie 
very Sun, as well as cover the Earth with 
ſuch Clouds and Showrs of Aſhes and Rubbiſh, 
as they frequently caſt out. And if the 
Bowels of theſe Infernal Gulphs are fill'd 
with an infinite Quantity of ſuch combuſtible 
Matter, it muſt break out in thoſe furious 
Eruptions, no other Vent can be given to them, 
nor can any Human Power reſtrain 7 


Thus when the Soul is ſet on fire of Hell; 
when Treaſon and Murther is in the Heart : 3 
it can be no Wonder that Rage and Scan- 
dal ſhould dwell upon the Tongue : And this 
is the Cale exactly before us, in the Execution 


of 


P 


| ( 6 ) | 
of this Youth, and the ing a 85 behind 
him with the Sheriff. 


Had he juſtified his own Delufions only, 
tho” it had + done with all the Rhetorick 
and Flouriſhes the beſt of his Inſtructors could 
furniſh him with, without flying out into bru- 
nh and unſufferable Language againſt the 
King and Government, ſuch as no Perſon is 
allowed, no, not at the Place of Execution; 
I fay, had this been all, I venture to ſay 1 be- 
Lieve the Government would not have Abl d 
the Publication of it: I ſay, I believe the Go- 
verIment would not have” eclin'd it. 


But this is not yet the white Caſe; for had 
the Words which the unhappy Youth left 
behind him tobe read for his own, been the 
natural Produce of his own Thought, the Dif- 
charge of his own Mind, the Vent given to his 
own free unbyaſs d Reflections, tho' there might 


have been ſome Indecencies, fome Extrvagan- 


cies, as has been the Caſe of Men in the like 
Circumſtances; and who, whether they did or 
not, were to be ſuppoſed capable of making, 
er at leaſt difating, the Subſtance of the Papers 


| and Speeches which they left behind them; I ſay, 


had this been the Cafe believe the Covern- 


ment would not have declin'd: admitting what 
had been ſo deliver 4 to K Dovry n 
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But to allow a poor enraged Youth, who 
was apparently under the ſtrongeſt Deluſion of 


Hell, and was viſibly foſter d and encouragd 
in the Poſſeſſion, which may be ſaid to haue 
taken hold of him I ſay, to allow him to be 
the Tool to hand into the World a Libel of 
infamous Language, a printed Inſult upon His 
Majeſty's Perſon and Goverment, which other 
Men drew up for him, meerly taking the Ad- 
vantage of his being in Circumſtances beyond the 
reach of the Law, and to let this Perſon's Paper 
be an Imprimatur for Treaſon and Slander! 
this cannot be expected; no Government on 
Earth would be thus impoſed upon: This 
were to Licenſe the whole Facobite Party up- 
on every Occaſion that they can either find or 
make, to get ſome harden'd Criminal on their 
Side, to hand their Poiſon and Inſolence into 
the World, under the pretence of a Dying Speech. 
In ſhort, it would be next-door to a Patent for 
printing Treaſon; ſince a Set of Men, whoſe 
Principles and Perſons are not unknown, are 
always at hand to delude and draw in even the 
Souls of poor condemned- Criminals to embrace 
Treaſonable Principles, juſt when one would 
think they ſhould have the Work of Eternity 
ſo much in their View and upon their Hearts, 
that they ſhould have ſmall Guſt to enter into 
any Enquiry about Things of fuch Nature. 


ST 8 * 
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The moſt that I meet with, in Anſwer to 
this, is, that the Government might as well 
have ſuffer d it to paſs; for that Copies of ſuch 
things being always given to other Hands, they 
will not fail to find Ways to uſher them into 
the World, and to hand them about. b: 


This isa Suggeſtion which deſerves no Notice; 
if ſuch Men do it, tis at their Peril; there 


is much Difference betwixt Treaſon ſpread or 


vented in a clandeſtine Publication, and that 
which is artfully handed into the World under 
the publick Licenſe of the Government. Rebel- 
lions are raiſed, and the Heads of them appear 
with Manifeſto's and Declarations, and ſpread 
them abroad with all the Art and Induſtry 
they are able: but the Prince againſt whom 
thoſe Treaſonable Manifeſto's are Printed, ne- 


ver falls to puniſh the Publiſhers and Spreaders 


thereof, if they fall into his Hands, as Abettors 
and Prompters of Treaſon, and even as Sharers 
in the Rebellion itfelf. mary 


lere is an execrable Aſſaſſine and Murtherer 
brought to the Gallows, and the People that put 
him upon this Helliſh Undertaking finding he 


1 has miſcarried, deſire thro his Hands to publiſh 
| aà Defence of his horrid Principles, and a black 


Rhapſody of Defamation and injurious Re- 
proaches upon the Perſon and Government of 
the King, in order (for there can be no leſs 


a Deſign; whatever more there may be in it) 
| 7 0 


(9) 
in order, I ſay, to ſtir up other Deſperate Prin- 
cipI'd Wretches to the ſame heinous Crime, 
inſinuating firſt the Lawfulneſs of the Fact, 
extenuating the Guilt of it, and pretending to 
reconcile it to Duty, to Principles of Loyalty 


and of Religion, and then to animate them b 
ſcurrillous Reproaches upon the King, again 
whom it is meet,for their purpoſe, the Minds of 
ſuch Creatures ſhould be Exaſperated and En- 
couraged, that they may be brought up to the 
neceſlary pitch of Hardneſs proper to ſuch a. 
Work. | 


Can ir be expe&ed then, the Government 
ſhould Countenance ſuch a horrid Deſign, fur- 
ther it, and be the Vehicle of Treaſon againſt 
itfelf > Would not this be to render the Con- 
ſtitution Felo de ſe, and have His Majeſty's 
Power turn'd againſt His Perſon? No, no, if 
it muſt be Publiſhed, let it be done as a Crime 
let Treaſon be propagated by Traytors, and by 
none other, and let them meet their Fate in 
the doing it. | e 


Beſides, What Principle is it that is the 
Subject of theſe Men's Argument? I ſay, theſe 
Men's; for it is many Ways too clear to ad- 
mit any Debate, that this Paper, called a 
Speech, has been prepar'd for, and put into 
his Hard? I fay, What is the Point they de- 
fend? What the Treaſon they encourage ? 
What is it that this _ now in G_ 
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(10) 
ſtirs Men up to? Not Rebellion and taking 
Arms: If that were the Thing, the Government 
would perhaps ſay, let them do their worſt, 
and ſay their worſt ; but it is Murther and 
Aſſaſſination; it is, as we may call it, Hot Blood 


in Cold Blood, the moſt execrable and deteſt- 


able of all Treaſon, and ſuch as even an Ho- 
nourable Rebel (if any ſuch can be) would ab- 


hor. 


Now the Caſe differs here extremel y ; for as 


to Rebellion, the Enemies of the King and Go- 


vernment have ſuffered ſo deeply in that Prin- 
ciple already, have paid ſo dear for the Expe- 
riment, and the Government is in ſo good a 
Poſture to defend itſelf againſt all the Attempts 
of that kind which the Party are able to make, 
that it may well be ſaid they are under no 
Concern about it, they may een try their 
Hands again whenever they pleaſe. 


But as the King's Life, or the Life of any 


King or Prince under Heaven, is at the Mercy 


of any Villain that values not his own, accord- 
ing to that juſt Maxim, That he who will Sa- 
crifice himſelf, has every Man's Life in his 


Hand. I fay, as the moſt Invaluable Life of 


the King 1s at the Mercy of every Deſperate 
Wretch, ſo it is not at all fit to encourage 
Principles of Deſperation, and raiſe up a Spi- 
rit of Fury among a Party already exaſperated 
by their Diſappointment, and eſpecially; to en- 

P courage 
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courage this FR Principle, under pretence 
of Zeal and Religion: For *tts very evident, 
that nothing hardens ſuch Creatures to Enter- 
prizes of the vileft Nature, more than the 
Perſwafions and Deluſions of Eccleſiaſtick Tray- 
tors ; Religion, as it is the beſt Principle, is 
the worſt Diſguiſe. 


Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere Malorun. 


Who could imagine, that from the juſt, - 
meek, merciful, the forgiving ſelf-denying 
Principles and Doctrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, the Sophiſts of Politicks could infer un- 
der the Notion of Zeal, the Legality of Mur- 
ther, and could plead for, and pretend to ju- 


ſitify the moſt deteſtable Crime of Aſſaſſina- 


tion ! and that the worſt kind of Aſſaſſination 
too ; I mean, that of their Prince. 


But to ſuch a height is the Frenzy of the 
preſent Age at preſent arriv'd, that they who 
eſpouſe this Horrid Doctrine, which it ſeems 
is no more confin d to the Church of Rome, 
think it of Moment to them to obtain for it 
the Sanction of a dying Perſon's Words; and 
to have it juſtify'd with the fame Breath that 
recommends his Soul to God; no doubt it 
is to the Advantage of the wicked Deſign, when 
= Creature can be drawn in to join this Cur» 
{ed Doctrine to his 1 and go out 
| 2 the 


nn (nn) | 
the World, Bleſſing God and Curfing his 
Prince all in a Breath. This horrid Manage- 
ment lies too evidently at the Door of ſome 
of the Nonjurant Clergy, who I might name too, 
if it were needful, and only omit, in hopes 
they may Repent. Foe 36 


cannot, however, perſuade my ſelf but 
that this is ſuch an infamous and deteſtable 
thing in its own Nature, and the Conduct of 

ſome of the Jacobite-Clergy goes ſo far towards 
lay ing the Reproach of it upon the whole Party, 
that ſome of them will be m6v'd to make juſt 
and needful Declarations againſt it, in Teſti- 
mon of their Abhorrence of ſuch a thing in 

general, as well as of this Fact in particular, 


But having thus enter d into ſuch juſt Re- 
ſons as at firſt View occurr'd to me, why no 
Government would, or indeed ought to permit 
ſuch Publications of Speeches, &c. and why 
probably this has been ſuppreſs'd; I am led 
of courſe to the Paper it ſelf; for it is true, 
as was ſuggeſted, that the diligent Devil who 
| prompted this unhappy Youth to run into this 
Extravagance, and found Agents to ſcrew him 
up to ſuch an aſtoniſhing Height of Enthuſiaſm, 
has not wanted Agents to hand about the 
8 - Paper in private, tho* they could not draw 
| the Government in to give it a general Publi- 


cation, | ſhal 


n ..... 


(23). 


I ſhall not act that mercenary and traiterous 
Part, as has too often been practiſed by our 
Dealers in Pamphlets, to Publiſh 'the Libel it 
| ſelf, under the Pretence of Anſwering it; and, 
for the ſake of the Profit, gratify the Party 
with doing the Miſchief which they did, with 


another View, defire to have done: But I ſhall 


give a general Account of the Paper, its Authors, 
and its Deſign, and ſay what Duty and Reaſon 
dictates, to it, as I go on. 


The Paper it ſelf has the very Spirit and 
Temper of a Murtherer in it, from the very 
firſt Line to the laſt ; adorn'd, if it may be 
0 22 to call it an Ornament, with the utmoſt 
ypocriſy, to make, 46 is hinted obove, the de- 
viliſh Doctrine of Aſſaſſination of Princes ap- 
pear not reaſonable only, but religious. 


It falls upon his Majeſty's Perſon with the 
moſt opprobrious Language, and in. Terms not fit 
for any Printed Paper to repeat, or poſſible for 
any People who are deſirous of being called 
Loyal, to hear, without the utmoſt Reſentment: 
This indeed ſeems ſuitable to the Rage and 
Fury of a defeated Party, and as I faid above, 
ſuited to the Spirit of Murther and Afaſſma- 
tion. err e Fo 


Far 


(14) 


Far from acknowledging that he 1s brought 
to that Place to ſuffer juſtly for ſuch a horrid 
Crime as that of inrentional Murther and evi- 
dent Treaſon, he only acknowledges the A. 

 mighty's Permiſſion, and the Civil Power has 
been the Occaſion, and then gives the Cauſe 
in all the moſt apt Terms that he can, to teſti- 
fie that he approves and inſiſts upon the Le- 
gallity of it. B95 F 


F 


Let as if it was no Matter of Weight to him 
whether he acted upon a right Foot or no, he 
has this Expreſſion, (viz.) Whether that Prin- 
* ciple on which I conceived this, Oc. be really 
and ſtrictly defenſible or no, let who will can- 
© vals for me. This ſtrongly implies, that even 
his. Inſtructors had not Arguments to ſupport 
it ; but had work'd him up to a dreadful In- 
difference about it. | 


. What a horrid Principle does this betray in 
both > That they firſt prompted him up to in- 
ſiſt upon a thing which they offer d no Argu- 
ment to juſtify or to prove lawful, and then 

bring a poor Lad to the Gallows, on a Princi- 
ple of ſuch Moment, without thinking it 
worth while to examine thoroughly and effe- 
ctually whether it was really and ſtrictiy de- 
. TA z fo that in a Word, he _— 
F our 


fen 


(5) 

Soul in the Cauſe, and yet remain'd uncertain 
of the Lawfulneſs of the Principle upon which 
he ſtak d ſo valuable a Depoſit. 


The Chriſtianity of this is ſo obſcure, and 
the Men who have acted thus are ſo much ex- 
poſed by it, that I need ſay no more than this, 
that it is great Pity the Youngman had not 
been adviſed by ſome to examine farther in- 
to It. 912 - 


Indeed it is moſt rational from this Particu- 


lar, to obſerve how all theſe Principles are 


carried on by the Power of Deluſion, a Kind 
of political Intoxication of the Head, work d 
up to a height, which forfeits Reaſon, and 
rejects all manner of Argument, and ra- 
ther than run the hazard of being Convinc d, 
will venter upon the Concluſion, without 

Knowledge of the Premiſes: So this deluded 
Creature ventures even to the Gallows upon 
the Principle of Murthering the King, and e- 
ven there tells us, he has not examin d whe- 
ther the Principle be Defenſible or not. 4 


And here a neceſſary Digreſſion calls me 
off to obſerve the Gradation of Treaſons in 
this unhappy Party of Men, who we call 7a 
cobites, how by a Helliſh Climax they aſcend 
the Degrees of [Treaſon againſt their n, 


| C459 
and Impiety againſt God. Let us look back 


upon their Conduct in a few Particulars only, 


and in the Compaſs of a very few Years, for the 
preſent Temper that rages at this time, began 


with this King's Reign. 


At firſt, and in a few Days after his Maje- 
ſty's Landing here, they began with Murmur 
at the Removings at Court, and the Diſtin&ion 
which the King was pleaſed to make, in pla- 
cing and diſplacing his Servants, Miniſters of 
State, Gc. When the Parliament was Diſ- 
ſolved, thoſe Murmurs roſe up to Clamour and 
Railing, crying out of Ingratitude, negle& of 
Service, and the like: As ſoon as the new 
Parliament appear'd and doing Juſtice upon the 
Managers of the late Reign was talk'd of, that 
Clamour roſe up to Faction and Caballing, both 
at Court and in the Country, from thence to 
Riot and Tumult, and from that to open Re- 


| bellion. | 


Rebellion having tried its utmoſt, and all 
Efforts of the Party, their Intereſt at Home, 
and Aſſiſtance from Abroad, having proved 
abortive and ineffectual, the implacable Crea- 
tures are now come up to the Popiſh Doctines 
of Murder and Affaſlination z and they are 
not only at work to find out and bring in 
Agents Deſperate enough for ſuch bloody 
Work, but to perſwade the deluded —_— 
Fo that 


(17) 
that it is conſiſtent with Religion, that it may 
be practiſed without impeachment of Princi- 
ples, or of Conſcience ; and that it is even 


Meritorious in the ſight of God. 


Strange Deluſions! that the Holy and Undi- 
vided Majeſty of Heaven, ever the ſame Un- 
_ changeable Being, ſhould at the ſame time 
hand to us his Divine Law, Thou ſhalt do 
no Murder, and yet receive as acceptable 
Service to himſelf, the the horrid Combina- 
tion of Traytors, to kill and deſtroy the Per- 
ſans whom his Providence has veſted with 
the Power of Government, 


Nay, tho? their own Notions were, for the 
preſent Argument to be allow'd, that the 
Perſon they defign'd thus to Deſtroy had in- 
jured and oppprefled them, the contrary of 
which is true in the Caſe before us to an Ex- 
treme ; yet that they ſhould believe that Great 
and Perfect Being, whoſe Word and Will is 
an unchangeable Law, could at one time ſay, 
Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, and yet at 
the ſame time approve an enraged Spirit of 
Revenge to be propagated to the extreme of 
Blood and Murder, under the pretence of Ser- 
vice to that God whoſe Nature is, to be in- 
effably pure, and to hate and abhor all the 
Injuſtice, Violence and -Rage of Humane Na- 
ture, and who has declar'd, that the Wrath of 
Man worketh not the 8 of God. 
| But 


A re EI 


(8) 


But to wave the — 5 juſt Exclamation 
which this Spirit of Wickedneſs extorts from 
me, I come back to the Speech it ſelf: It is 
not ſo much the Indecency of the Language, 
and Inſolence againſt the Perſon of the King, 
which I dwell upon in this Argument, though 
that is ſuch as renders it juſtly odious to 
all that hear it; nay, to do Fuſtice to them, 
it is ſo to many even of the Jacobites them- 
ſelves: But the Principles inſiſted on, and 
the Shifts and ſcandalous Subterfuges made uſe 
of to ſupport the bloody Notions broached to 
the World, and the bold impoſing theſe naked 
Shifts upon the World ; theſe, 1 ſay, are the 
Things which deſerve to be expoſed, and 
which call indeed for 'every Hand and Head 
to join againſt, that no more deluded Youths 
may be brought to Deſtruction, that no more 
Attempts to eftabhſh bloody and treaſonable 
Principles may be made, and that if poſſible 
the Minds of the People may be no more agi- 
tated in this wretched manner. | 


The Paper indeed it ſelf is an inconſiſtent 
Maſs of Words put together, to expreſs an 
envenom'd Mind, rankled and gangren'd up 
to the higheſt poſſible Degree, but not at all 
ſedately laying down any ſound Principle of 
Reaſoning, upon which to argue the World 
| | 7 Into 


td 
into the Belief of the Doctrine which He 
in whoſe Name it ſpeaks, profeſſes. 


Indeed, who can expe& Reaſoning to ſupport 
Murther? What Foundations can Men be 
ſuppoſed to argue upon, who declare War 
thus againſt God and Man? But to examine 
a little what it is they ſay. 


After having in three Paragraphs inſulted 
the Perſon of His Majeſty, as I have ſaid, in 
Language not fit to be repeated, he tells us, 
As for thoſe that are otherwiſe mnded, it is in 
vain to contend with them, and therefore he will 
only give the World an Account of the true 
Motives which at firſt engag'd him, and which, 
he adds, he is aſſured will juſtiſy him, through 
the Merits of his Saviour, at his Righteous 
Bar, &c. | me 


After this, any one will grant that it might 
have been expected that ſome Account was 
to be given of the Reaſons which he has acted 
upon, and the Principles which he had en- 
gag d with, which were to be eſteem'd ſuch 
as might be ſuppoſed to juſtify the Fact at the 
Righteous Tribunal of Heaven. But it is 
moſt ſurpriſing to find, that in all that follows, 
there is not one of the Motives expreſs d, nor 
any thing inſiſted vpn, in which any Tyranny, 
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any Uſurpation, or Oppreſſion of Subjects is 
ſuggeſted, except the Hardſhips which be ſaid to 


befall the Jacobite Party, by the Acceſſion of 


King George to the Throne, in which it muſt 


be confeſt we cannot pity them. 


* 


All the Account, in a word, that can be 


gather d from this unhappy Young Man's Trea- 


ſon, amounts to no more than this, that he 
was to kill King George becauſe he was poſ- 
ſeſs'd of the Throne, and that the Pretender 
might come in his room. * 


Righteous GOD ! What an Height of Infi- 
delity is Mankind arriv'd to, that they can enter- 
tain ſuch Notions of the ſpotleſs Nature of an In- 
finite and Eternal Being, as to make Thee accept 
and juſtify a Principle of Blood and Murther ! 
a Fundamental deſtructive of the End for which 
thou haſt created the World, and inconſiſtent 
with the Goodneſs and Juſtice of thy Provi- 
dence, by which thou haſt ever guided the 
World that thou hadſt made ! that Men can 
arrive to that Hardneſs in their Impiety, as to 
think of appearing at thy enlighten'd Tribunal 
with a bloody Knife or Dagger in their Hands, 
with which they have ſtabb'd the innocent 
Breaſt of thoſe facred Perſons, whom thy in- 
diſputable Pleaſure and Soveraignty had ap- 
pointed to rule over them! that they can think, 
without Horror, of appearing before their 
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Saviour, in whoſe Eyes Intentional and Actu- 
al Perpetrated Murther are the fame, with a 
Soul tainted with bloody and forbidden Prin- 
ciples, and with Reſolutions of Murther juſtified 
and unrepented of. TLIC ene 


This poor harden'd Creature, infatuated 
and work'd up to a Pitch of ſtupid Zeal, is 
brought to ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt as his dear 
Redeemer, and in the Language of one lay- 
ing hold of his Mercy, and yet expecting that 
the Merit of this Spotleſs Lamb of God, who 
came to give Repentance and Remiſſion, ſhould 
extend the Purchaſe of his Blood to the pre- 
ſenting him to his Father for Acceptance, load- 
ed with the Guilt of unrepented Bloodſhed, 
of unrelenting Treaſon ; expecting that our 
Bleſſed Saviour ſhould overthrow the Doctrines 
of his own Goſpel, and ſhould fave harden'd 
and impenitent Murtherers; and that while 
he has afſur'd us, that wnleſs we Repent 
we muſt all Periſh ſhould yet deliver from 
periſhing a Wretch who pleads an unrepent- 
ed Crime for his Acceptance. | 


| Yet this is made the Caſe of this miſe- 
rable Criminal, who 1s led by the Hand to 
the Gates of Hell, under a Pretence of merit- 
ing Heaven, and perſwaded he ſhall be accept- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt, in the wilful Reſolution of 
breaking one of the moſt ſolemn and facred 
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Commands of God. What Hearts thoſe Men 


muſt have, who could venture thus to delude a 
poor credulous Youth, and what they have to 
expect for it at that Righteous Bar they men- 
tion, I muſt leave to the Diſcovery of their 
een Conſciences, when Time and other Cir- 
cumſtances ſhall awaken them, and they ſhall 
come to refle& how they have been Guilty in- 
deed of Murthering this poor Youth, even 


Soul and Body. 


How dreadful and indeed aſtoniſhing is it 
to any ſerious Mind, to think what Princi- 
ples thoſe. Men act upon! How, at the ſame 
time they call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
ſome of them, 1 fear, wear the Habit and 
profeſs the Holy Office of Chriſt's Servants, 
waiting at his Altars! What Notions of Re- 
ligon muſt thoſe Men have, who can interlace 


their bloody Principles with Scripture Phraſes 


and Expreſſions ! and fo, as it were, harangue 
their Diſciples into a kind of Cruiſado againſt 
the ſettled Eftabliſh'd Government of their 
Country and the Perſon of the King. 


Four Paragraphs of this Paper, call'd 4 
Speech, following immediately this ſeemingly 
pious but really prophane Expreſſion, of being 
juſtified for a Principle of Murther at the 
Bar of God, are fill'd with a Recapitulation of 
Jacobite Grievances, ſuch as the * - 
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fer'd by Parliament for apprehending of the 
Pretender; the pretended Affair of the Earl of 
Poterborough's having a doubtful Meſſage, as 
he call'd it, which yet at the ſame time he 
owns to be only a bare Suſpicion ; the exe- 
cuting the Preſton Rebels, after their having 
Quarter given them, or, as he calls it, being 
receiv d to Mercy; invading the Rights of the 
Church, by diſpoſſeſſing the Nonjurant Clergy, 
and ſuch- like: being Points already long diſ- 
puted, and all fully anſwer'd. After the Re- 
capitulation of theſe Things, which we muſt 
take for the Motives which incited him to re- 
ſolve upon an open or ſecret Aſſaſſination, he 
adds, as a Concluſion, theſe Words, If theſe 
denote the true Vicegerent of Heaven, let the 
Britiſh Annals brand me. Unhappy Youth! 
doubtleſs they will; much more muſt a Mark 
of Eternal Infamy be the Brand of thy Delu- 
ders, who in a Religious Stile, truly call'd a 
CANT, and a fatal CANT to thee, have 
taught thee to ſpeak a Language inconſiſtent 
even with the Nature and Foundation of all 
Religions in the World. 


The Conclufion of this wretched Compo- 
ſition is yet fuller of this Religious Cant ; 
and firſt the poor Lad is bid to profeſs himſelf 
a ſincere Member of the Jacobite Church; I 
call it fo by their own Diſtinction, viz. A 
Member of the Church of England, æ it flood 
before the Revolution. What they mean, every 
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one knows ; nor is is worth enquiring here 
upon what foot that Church of Exgland ſtood 
before the Revolution, different from what 
it ſtands on ſtill, that Difference being no- 
thing more or leſs than juſt meer Jacobitiſin; 
ſo that he ought to have ſaid, I die à ſincere 
Member of the Jacobite Church. 


This no body doubts of: But that 
which follows, is one of the moſt uncouth 
Things that ever they could make him ſay, as 
an Addition to it, viz. that from the Articles, 
Liturgies, and Homilies of that Church, he 
learnt to abhor all KiNG-KiLLING and DE- 
POSING Dodrines | This is one of the moſt 
bare-fac'd Contradictions that was ever impo- 
ſed ; for let a Jacobite ſuggeſt all that he can 
have the Impudence to offer againſt the Royal 
Family, he muſt at laft acknowledge that he 
is King de facto; that is, a King, whether the 
Words Rightful and Lawful be brought into 
the Diſpute, or no ; he is, a KING, he is ac- 
knowledg'd ſo by all the Kings of the Earth 
at this time, and receiv'd ſo by the People 
here ; nay, even by the Jacobites themſelves, 
a few of theſe Scelerates excepted. How then 
can his Deceivers ſay, ALL Amg- Ailing and 
De poſing Doctrines: But the Fate of Traytors 
attended them here, viz, to be left to the 
Blindneſs and Infatuation of their own Minds, 
to commit ſome Miſtake that ſhould unravel 


all they had ſaid before, or were to ſay after- 
: wards : 
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wards ; and as they foreſaw that this would 
ſhock even Nature it ſelf, they prepare the 
Young-Man for it, by making him ſay he 2 
not concern'd at what any of the Adherents to 
the preſent Government ſhould think of 1t. 
Indeed there was no acting thus, but by caſt- 
ing off all Manner of Concern at what any 
reaſonable Creatures ſhould think or ſay of 
him, and of the thing they had made him 
ſpeak ; for had he been in the leaſt concern d 
about the Truth or Conciſtency of what he 
was thus to leave behind him, he could not 
have ſuffer'd ſuch a thing as this to have 
paſs'd him. 


But to clear the Departed Creature, of the 
Charge of this Aypocritical, Trifling, and 
Tricking with Mankind, I muſt obferve here, 
that I have been told that he acknowledged 
a little before his going to Execution, that 
he had a Paper given him by his Biſhop, as 
he called him, which he would deliver to 
the Sheriff to be printed, but that he did 
not know what was in it, and did not trou- 
ble himſelf to read it over, having ſuch Con- 
fidence in him as to believe that it was no- 
thing but what was very fit for him to ſay, _ 


Thus blindly, if this Part is true, was this 
poor Victim brought to offer himſelf up to 
be a Sacrifice to their Party, and to be a 
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Precedent to ſucceeding Traytors, to harden 
and encourage them. | 


But now, towards the End of the Speech, 
we have them endeavouring to ſtop two Gaps 
in their own Syſtem, which the Guilt of their 
own Thoughts could not but ſuggeſt to them, 
and which would, if left open, deſtroy all the 
reſt, Firſt, how it could be reconciled to Re- 
ligion, which they talk ſo much of, that he, a 
Boy, or ſuppoſe him a Man, could afſume to 
himſelf a Right to preſcribe to the Providence 
of God the Means of dealing with Men: So 
taking the Work out of the Hand of Heaven, 
leading them by theſe Means and no other. 
The Second was, his acting in that Treaſon 
without any Commiſſion from the Pretender, 
who he calls his Prince, and who, he owns, 
had declared he would grant no ſuch Com- 
miſſion. "6 


Thele two Difficulties they found impoſſible 
to get over, and therefore bring the young 
deluded Creature begging Pardon for them 
both, and fo, ina Word, condemning from his 
own Mouth all that he had done. As to the 
firſt he ſays, I have only now to beg of the 
Almighty to pardom my Weakneſs, in preſcri- 
bing the Means of his All-wiſe Providence and 
Fuſtice, 12-32 8 


This 
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This is an evident Overthrow to all his No- 
tions and Aſſurances ſpoken of before, That 
what he had done or intended to do, would 
juſtify him at the righteous Bar of God, or 
would be meritorious, as he expreſs'd it at other 
Times very often. Here they bring him to ac- 
knowledge that it was all an unlawful preſcri- 
bing the Means of God's All-wiſe Providence and 
Juſtice, and that he was to beg Pardon for it; 
that is, in a Word, that he confeſſes it was an 
unlawful Action, and that he ought not to have 
done it, but is to beg God's Pardon for it. 


What now is become of all the Aſſurances 
ſpoken of before, that it would juſtifie him at 
the Bar of Jeſus Chriſt! What Inconfiſtency 
is here betrayd! And upon what Nonſence 
is it that Jacobite Principles are founded! 
One while it is Meritorious, and in the next 
Breath it is a Sin ; in one Line he is well af- 
ſured it will juftify him at the righteous Bar of 
his Redeemer, and in almoſt the next Line 
he is to beg Pardon for it. Theſe are ſuch am- 
bo- dexter Doings, that I muſt confeſs I am 
now apt to believe what is obſerved above to 
be true, (viz.) that the Youth ſaid he had ne. 
ver read that Paper he deliver'd ; for certain- 
Iy if he had, tho* he was but a Boy, he could 
not but have ſeen the Contradction, and have 
ſtumbled at it. 
| D 2 I have 
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I have read many of the equivocal Speeches 
of the Jeſuits, and ſuch as have been inſtruct- 
ed by them, and I have ſeen the Remarks and 
Obſervations of judicious Heads upon them, 
wherein the Inſincerity and Prevarications of 
thoſe People are expoſed z but then it was 
faid, in their Defence, that they had reſerv d 
Meanings and mental Explications of their 
own Terms, that they deny'd Facts, and had 
Diſpenſations for ſo doing. | | 


But here are à Set of Proteſtants. who are 
gotten above all theſe things, who, without 
pretending to Diſpenſations or Explications, 
can in the ſame Paper juſtifie a Fact, and beg 
Pardon for it; confeſs a Crime, and yet inſiſt 
upon it; commit the worſt of Villany, and 
claim Heaven, not only without Repentance 
for it, but even upon the Account of the very 
Crime they ask Pardon for. 


_ fuch a Height has the Rage of Jacobitiſm 

exaſperated theſe Men, to ſuch Extremeties are 
they driven, that tis high Time theſe Principles 
were placed in a true Light, that the reſt of the 
deluded Party may havetheir Eyes open, and no. 
more Zealots for ſo diſmal a Cauſe may be caſt. 
away, Soul and Body, as we have Reafon to 
beheve this poor Child was. 


The next thing is brought in by way of 


Poſtſcript to this Paper, wherein he obſerves, 
| that 


1 : 
that he did intimate in the Letter he was 
Tried for, that he wanted Authority and Com- 
miſſion from the Pretender, whom he calls 
his Prince, to put his conceived Treaſon in 
Execution, and that he had projected firſt to 
obtain ſuch a Commiſion, without which he 
intended not to act; and this is inſinuated, to 
reflect upon the Court for not taking hold of 
the Intimation, as they call it, in that Young 
Man's Favour. But it ſeems apparent, that 
this Refuge was found out for him after the 
Tryal, otherwiſe why was he not inſtructed to 
plead that Intimation, and to profeſs it to be 
his Defign, when the Court diſcover'd all the 
Willingneſs imaginable to have given every 
thing he could have had to fay its due Weight 
in his Favour 2 Why did he not offer it > But 
on the contrary, in the Face of Juſtice, de- 
clared he owned and intended the horrid Fact, 
and made no Explication of the Circumſtances 
of ſuch an Intention, or that he would do it 
if he could obtain an Authority and Commiſ- 
fion far it? So that it is plain, this Intimati- 
on was found out for him ſince. 


Now this Poſtſcript ends with an Acknow- 
ledgment that he regrets, they are loth to 
ſay he repents of his Ignorance, in that he did 
not know that the Pretender had, in his De- 
claration, diſclaim'd all ſuch Attempts, and ex- 
preſly forbid them. This is improv'd as a 
Compliment' on the Generoſity of the * 
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der; but ends in his acknowledging that his 
Ignorance in that Point was to be regretted. 


Thus from the Whole, after they have ſaid 

all for him that they can, to repreſent him as 

a hardened Murtherer and Aſſaſſine, and 1 
one that would undertake to juſtifie his Trea- 

ſon in the very Article of Death, Divine Ju- 

ſtice reſtrain'd them, and the ſecret Influence 

of Truth forced them involuntarily to confeſs 

the Crime of it, beg God's Pardon for pre- x 
ſcribing the Means of his Providence and Ju- 1 
ſtice, and at laſt acknowledge, with Regret, 

that if they had not been ignorant that the 
Pretender had in his Declaration forbid ſuch a 

horrid Practice, he would not have engaged. 


Thus, in a Word, has been acted a horrid 
Scene of Murther and Treaſon. The Youth 
has been drawn into the Treaſon upon Delu- 
ſions which they make him confeſs at the 
Gallows, and he has been evidently murther- 
ed, Soul and Body, by thoſe Deluſions which 
even his Inſtructors themſelves put Words in- 

' to his Mouth to acknowledge. When, O GOD, 
' of Retribution ! ſhall thy Vengeance be gloriti- 

cad in the more fully detecting this horrid 
Confederacy of wicked Men, that Sin and 
Shame may go together! Amen. | 


ann Þ e een 


BO O K S Sold by W. BokEHAM. 


Vlſerere Cleri: Or, The Factions of the 
Church. Being a Short View of the 
Pernicious Conſequences of the Clergy's Inter- 
meddling with Affairs of State. In Nomine 
Domini incipit omne malum. Rr” 


Mercurius Britanmcus : Being Collections 
of Publick Intelligence, for the Month of 
February. Teſtimony of the Impartiality and 
Moderation of this Work. Of Caſes de- 
pending before the Parliament. Abſtra& of 
the Eſtates given to Superſtitious Uſes, and 
ſeiz d for the Government. Of the Complaint 
of the Manufacturers for want of Wooll. The 
Proclamation againſt Riots and Tumults. Of 
the Circuits, and of the Proclamation againſt 
the Out-law'd Rebels, who were excepted. 
Of the South-Sea Company, their Diviſion, 
their Addreſſes, and naming the King to be 
their Governor, Of the Choice of their Di- 
rectors. Of Parliamentary Proceedings. Of 
the Claims made to the Forfeited Eſtates. Of _ 
the Application of Attainted Families, for the 
Royal 'Charity out of thew Eſtates. The 
Debt of Foreign States, c. laid before the 
Houſe. Of the Treaſon of the Coach-maker's. 
Boy 7ames Shepheard. Ot the Swediſh Trade, 
and the Proclamation about Swediſh Iron. Of 
the digging up of dead Bodies in St. Mary 
Overy's Church-yard, and of the Riot of Oade's 
Sons 
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BOOKS Sold by W. Boreham. 
Sons againſt their Father, with the Murther 
that enſued. Things of Common Obſervation. 
Deaths, Marriages, Removes and Advances | 
in Church and S tate. Foreign Affairs. By 
Walter Campbell. Price 6 d. Where may be 
had Mercurius Britannicus for January. | 
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A Reply to Francis de La Pillonmere the 
Biſhop of Bangor's reputed Jeſuit's Anſwer to 
Doctor Snape's Accuſation. With ſome Re- 
marks on the Preface and Poſtſcript annexed 
thereunto by that Right Reverend Prelate. In a | 
Letter to the Lord Biſhop. of Bangor. To which 
is added, a Poſtſcript relating to the intended 
Proſecution of the Author of the ſaid Letter : | 

BY Whereunto is annex'd a Letter from a Gen- 

= tleman at Oxford, to the Writer of the Week- 
1 ly Paper, call'd Ihe Scourge, containing a Ma- 
1 nual of Devotion, for ſuch as give into the 

? ew Syſtem of Divinity lately fet forth and 

propounded to the Practice of his Auditors, 

by a certain Governor of the Church, in a 

certain Sermon, — neque te argolica de Gen- 

te negabis. Virg. The Second Edition, 


Y The Deſection detected 3 or, Faults laid on 
the Right Side. In Anſwer to a certain Ano- 
nymous Pamphlet called The Defection Conſi- 
der d, &c. Victriæ Cauſa Deis placuit, ſed vi- 
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